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SLUGS	   SLUG BIOLOGY 
    & MANAGEMENT

- Slugs are nocturnal & feed at night or on 
cloudy days, making detection difficult
- Slugs are most damaging early in the 
season when soil is moist, temperatures 
are cooler, & small plants are most 
vulnerable
- Feeding occurs directly on soybean 
foliage, including the cotyledon
- Slugs are more commonly 
a problem in no-till or 
cover crop systems
Monitoring: 
- 1 sq. ft. shingle 
secured to the ground
- Check traps in the 
morning - slugs leave 
when it gets hot

Slime

Slug feeding
Steps for managing slugs:

1) Monitor early and regularly 
to detect increasing 
populations

2) If possible, avoid using 
insecticide seed treatments 
that kill ground beetles 
(slug predators)

3) Tactics: cover crop 
harvest, pre-plant disking/
tillage, delayed planting, 
slug bait
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- white slime when disturbed - clear slime when disturbed

- orange slime when disturbed - clear or white round spheres


