COMMON CATERPILLARS
OF OHIO SOYBEAN

Defoliation is common and occurs when insects feed
on soybean leaves. Some of the most common insect
defoliators of soybean are caterpillars, though this feeding
is only sometimes economic. Below are some caterpillars
commonly found in Ohio soybean fields.
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SOYBEAN DEFOLIATION

Soybeans are able to withstand certain levels of defoliation
before injury becomes economic and treatment is necessary.
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HOW TO DETERMINE WHEN TREATMENT
IS NECESSARY:

»  Check at least 5 locations throughout the field and
determine a defoliation average.

* At each location, estimate percent defoliation for the
entire plant including upper, middle, and lower canopy.

»  Check to see if the responsible pest is still present.

Only consider insecticide applications if the field
average is at threshold and pest is present.
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